To:  City Councils of Gering, Scottsbluff and Terrytown

From:  Tri-City Sustainability Plan Development Team

Regard:  Update of December 2 Meeting

Minutes/Agendas available at www.alherbel.com/SustainableCommunities.htm
The definition of sustainability was stated and discussed.  “Meeting our needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs” – from the 1987 World Commission on Environment and Development (Brundtland Report)

Community Sustainability Assessment (CSA Guidelines)
One of the important things to remember when completing a CSA is that the aspects of community sustainability – people, profit, planet – are each as important as the other, and they are all interconnected.  Things to keep in mind:

· This assessment is a subjective tool that will mean that team members must make the best judgment call that can be determined.
· The items are rated on the tri-city area’s current actions, and not on intentions.

· This tool is valuable for any; community, size, location doesn’t matter.

· If any item doesn’t apply, the team will not score it.

· The team will use the comment section to tell about other ways our community achieves sustainability.

· It is to be expected that any community will rate low and will rate high – this is normal.

Community Sustainability Assessment -Sense of Place: (topics covered in this sub-test)

· Residents of the community can identify native plant and animal species.

· Reclamation of disturbed areas is reclaimed by using native plants.

· Air, water and soil (humus) quality increased or decreased in the last year.

· Native plant and wildlife enhanced, supported, protected and reclaimed in the community

· Number of residents connected harmoniously within the place in which they live

· Number of residents living in community

· Degree of diversity of appropriate flora and fauna species

· Change in health of the general environment (soil, water, air) in the last year

· Extent that natural noise, litter and light pollution disturbs natural environment

· Extent to which the community actively plans conservation of dwindling natural resources in the consideration of the needs and enjoyment of future generations.

· The extent to which community members actively participate in environmental conservation and restoration activities (tree planting, non-native species removal, etc.)

Revisions to the draft mission statement:

“The mission of the Tri-Cities sustainability effort is to promote the healthy well-being of its citizens in a sustainable environment that brings economic benefits to the citizens and governmental entities, now and in the future.”
The “Sustainable Decisions effecting Home, Business and Community” symposium will be held Thursday, March 26, 2009.  ( www.greatplainssustainability.org )
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