To:  City Councils of Gering, Scottsbluff and Terrytown

From:  Tri-City Sustainability Plan (TCSP) Development Team

Regard:  Update of December 16 Meeting

Minutes/Agendas/Summaries available at www.alherbel.com/SustainableCommunities.htm
The definition of sustainability,  “Meeting our needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs” – from the 1987 World Commission on Environment and Development (Brundtland Report)
Community Sustainability Assessment –Food Availability, Production and Distribution 
· Sufficient food availability and nutritional balance
· Surplus food production

· Food scrap allocation

· Greenhouse and/or roof or window gardens used for food production

· Pesticides, herbicides, chemical fertilizers used in community's food production

· Seeds (open pollinated or hybrids) used in food production

Community Sustainability Assessment – Physical Infrastructure, Buildings & Transportation – ecological materials, methods & designs 
· Sufficient housing, providing adequate shelter

· Building materials used

· Building design
· Pre-existing buildings retrofitted for sustainability/aesthetics

· The extent to which community design is done with whole system approach
· Community design to minimize motor vehicle use inside the community
· Frequency community members travel outside of the community for their needs

· Transportation conservation methods used

· Opportunities are sought to work at home vs. leaving the community to work
Mission Statement:

“The mission of the Tri-Cities sustainability effort is to promote the healthy well-being of its citizens in a sustainable environment that brings economic benefits to the citizens and governmental entities, now and in the future.”
The “Sustainable Decisions effecting Home, Business and Community” symposium will be held Thursday, March 26, 2009.  ( www.greatplainssustainability.org )
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