To:  City Councils of Gering, Scottsbluff and Terrytown

From:  Tri-City Sustainability Plan (TCSP) Development Team

Regard:  Update of January 6 Meeting

Minutes/Agendas/Summaries available at www.alherbel.com/SustainableCommunities.htm
The definition of sustainability,  “Meeting our needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs” – from the 1987 World Commission on Environment and Development (Brundtland Report)


Mission Statement: “The mission of the Tri-Cities sustainability effort is to promote the healthy well-being of its citizens in a sustainable environment that brings economic benefits to the citizens and governmental entities, now and in the future.”

Community Sustainability Assessment
Consumption Patterns & Solid Waste Management (topics covered in this sub-test)
· Community methods to reduce consumption of natural resources and generation of solid wastes

· The extent to which the community's needs are met by local marketplaces

· Systems in place and used by the community:  Recycling, Reuse, Repair or making things (vs. buying new ones)

· People knowing location and method of managing trash from the community

Water - sources, quality & use patterns (topics covered in this sub-test)

· Estimates of how many people in the community know, respect and protect the water source

· Water source, supply, storage methods
· Water conservation methods used by the community:  Irrigation methods that conserve water;  Greywater reuse;  Minimizing household use;  Devices reducing the amount of water used;  Xeriscaping; Use of natural/non-toxic products;  Care and maintenance of plumbing to prevent/repair leaks
Waste water & water pollution Management (topics covered in this sub-test)

· Sewage management systems used in the community

· People knowing location and method of sewage treatment used by community

· Waste Water side effects/by-products

· Quality of any water leaving the community, compared with when it entered

· Water Pollution

· Systems are available locally for proper disposal of toxic substances

Energy Sources & Uses (topics covered in this sub-test) 

· Amount of energy generated from renewable energy sources located in community

· Amount of energy brought in from outside the community/bought from a utility provider that is generated from renewable sources
· Amount of energy that is brought in from outside the community/bought from a utility provider that is generated by nuclear or fossil fuel sources
· The extent to which community members are aware that their energy needs are met using non-renewable energy sources

· Energy conservation information and education in the community

· Most household needs and activities accomplished using:  natural, non-electric methods;  super energy efficient appliances;  basic energy efficient appliances;  standard appliances with conservation practices or adaptations;  standard appliances, no conservation practices or adaptations

This sub-test will be completed at the January 20 meeting.

The “Sustainable Decisions effecting Home, Business and Community” symposium will be held Thursday, March 26, 2009.  ( www.greatplainssustainability.org )
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