To:  City Councils of Gering, Scottsbluff and Terrytown

From:  Tri-City Sustainability Plan (TCSP) Development Team

Regard:  Update of January 20 Meeting

Minutes/Agendas/Summaries available at www.alherbel.com/SustainableCommunities.htm
Sustainability defined, “Meeting our needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs” – from the 1987 World Commission on Environment and Development (Brundtland Report)

Mission Statement:  “The mission of the Tri-Cities sustainability effort is to promote the healthy well-being of its citizens in a sustainable environment that brings economic benefits to the citizens and governmental entities, now and in the future.”
Community Sustainability Assessment  (previous completed ECOLOGICAL, 1-6 sections)
7.  Energy Sources & Uses (topics covered in this sub-test)
· The amount of energy that is generated from renewable energy sources located at the community

· The amount of energy that is brought in from outside the community/bought from a utility provider that is generated from renewable sources
· The amount of energy that is brought in from outside the community/bought from a utility provider that is generated by nuclear or fossil fuel sources:

· The extent to which community members are aware that their energy needs are met using non-renewable energy sources

· Energy conservation information and education in the community
· Most household needs and activities (clothes washing, food preservation, etc.)

· Water heating and space heating or cooling methods
· Cooking methods mostly provided 
· Refrigeration methods mostly provided 

· Energy conservation methods considered in construction of community buildings 
· The extent energy conservation and efficiency methods are used
· Household energy use conservation practices and products
· Surplus energy generated from renewable sources within the community
· What happens to surplus energy generated
Community Sustainability Assessment  (first of SOCIAL, 1-2 sections)
1.  Openness, Trust & Safety; Communal Space

· The extent to which there is a basic sense of safety and trust within the community

· The extent to which the community is a safe environment for women

· The extent to which the community is a safe environment for children
· The extent to which people in the community know and relate supportively with their neighbors
· Adult crimes in the community frequency

· Juvenile crimes in the community frequency

· Indoor spaces available for communal gatherings and activities
· Outdoor spaces available for communal gatherings and activities
· Places available for youth gatherings and wholesome activities

· The frequency of social gatherings for the whole community
2. Communication - the flow of ideas & information
· The community's system to provide members with opportunities to regularly share information, exchange ideas and announce needs
· Communication systems used and how well they work in the community
· Accessibility for community members to communicate and means of communication 
The “Sustainable Decisions effecting Home, Business and Community” symposium will be held Thursday, March 26, 2009.  ( www.greatplainssustainability.org )
Council member training Wednesday, March 25, 2009, noon-5pm, for plan integration
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