To:  City Councils of Gering, Scottsbluff and Terrytown

From:  Tri-City Sustainability Plan (TCSP) Development Team

Regard:  Update of February 17, 2009 Meeting

Minutes/Agendas/Summaries available at www.alherbel.com/SustainableCommunities.htm
Sustainability defined, “Meeting our needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs” – from the 1987 World Commission on Environment and Development (Brundtland Report)

Mission Statement:  “The mission of the Tri-Cities sustainability effort is to promote the healthy well-being of its citizens in a sustainable environment that brings economic benefits to the citizens and governmental entities, now and in the future.”
Community Sustainability Assessment  (previous completed SOCIAL sections #3-6)

7. Sustainable Economics - healthy local economy
· Explicit encouragement for community members creating businesses in regards to local economy, pollution, exploit human resources, exploit natural resources

· Local banks lend in support of sustainability projects
· An estimate of the how many youth leave the community for a livelihood
· The extent to which community members experience unemployment or lack of work
· An estimate of how many community members have difficulty providing for their basic needs 
· If economic inequalities among community members exist, systems dealing with it
· Economic systems active in the community, self-sufficiency, ecologically friendly cottage industry, sustainable small businesses, barter and exchange systems, education/programs, telecommunications or other work at home,  leaving the community for paid work, etc
· Community members actively engage in economic cooperation in their bioregion, country, state, with other parts of the world
· Estimates of how many community members describing work as meaningful and fulfilling

· Estimate of how many community members have experience non-monetary abundance, prosperity in their life
Community Sustainability Assessment  (SPIRITUAL sections #1-2)

1. Cultural Sustainability

· The common cultural/ethnic heritage of the community celebrated and preserved methods
· Though community members do not share a common heritage, they join in celebrating
· Cultural programs, festivals and celebrations, open to anyone, are offered: within the community, within bioregion
· An estimate of how many community members know the history of the community 
· Cycles/transitions of life acknowledged and shared in celebrations, ceremonies, etc
2. Arts & Leisure

· Opportunities are available for community members to develop artistic talents
· Opportunities include painting, music, creative writing, theater/acting, dancing, textiles, folk crafts, photography, pottery/sculpture, etc
· The extent to which the community values and encourages the development of local entertainers and entertainment
· The extent to which community members have time for recreational and leisure activities 
· There is group space available for art activities and events: Indoor, Outdoor
· Frequency of artistic events/celebrations in the community Daily, Weekly, Monthly, Seasonally, Annually
· Design and appearance of the community demonstrates that the community values art, beauty and aesthetic quality

· Extent to which the expression and experience of beauty (in - art, ceremonies, poetry, gardens, architecture, etc.) is a natural part of the community's way of life
The “Sustainable Decisions effecting Home, Business and Community” symposium will be held Thursday, March 26, 2009.  ( www.greatplainssustainability.org )   Council member training Wednesday, March 25, 2009, noon-5pm, understanding plan benefits and integration
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