To:  City Councils of Gering, Scottsbluff and Terrytown

From:  Tri-City Sustainability Plan (TCSP) Development Team

Regard:  Update of March 3, 2009 Meeting

Minutes/Agendas/Summaries available at www.alherbel.com/SustainableCommunities.htm
Sustainability defined, “Meeting our needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs” – from the 1987 World Commission on Environment and Development (Brundtland Report)

Mission Statement:  “The mission of the Tri-Cities sustainability effort is to promote the healthy well-being of its citizens in a sustainable environment that brings economic benefits to the citizens and governmental entities, now and in the future.”
Community Sustainability Assessment  (SPIRITUAL sections #3-7)

3. Spiritual Sustainability - rituals & celebrations; support for inner development & spiritual practices
· Community members  freedom to worship the creator/creation, and celebrate their connection with the divine, through devotional practices of their choice

· Opportunities for contemplation and development of the inner self are available in the community

· The topic and experiences of spirituality within the community

· Group spiritual practices conducted within the community 

· How often community members come together for spiritual practices that connect them to a deeper level of consciousness within themselves and/or to the Earth

· The extent to which community members wishing to devote themselves to a life of spiritual mastery and selfless service, are encouraged/supported by the community

· The extent to which the wisdom and spiritual expertise of older community members is seen as a community resource and used as a guide in community matters

· Spaces available within the community dedicated for spiritual gatherings and practices

· An estimate of how many community members appreciate that spirituality manifests in many ways, and respect the ways of others

4. Community Glue
· Most community members consent for the quality of life in the community
· Sharing occurs among community members about beliefs, values and experiences
· The extent to which moral principles (such as respect for oneself and others, responsibility for personal mastery and personal integrity) are part of the community's philosophy and activities
· The extent to which a common vision or purpose aligns and unites the community
· Community review and renewal of a shared vision and purpose occurs
· The community laughs, plays, relaxes and generally enjoys life together
· The level of harmony, caring and support within the community between women, between the men, between men and women, between the children, between the various age groups

· Sexual relationships within the community as appropriate or a source of social difficulties and unrest or problems within the community

· The community endeavors to strengthen its internal (community glue) bonds

5. Community Resilience

· The extent to which the community is able to respond beneficially to community members in crisis

· The community is able to discern when external expertise is needed to help community members in crisis
· How often the community is able to help members facing personal or existential problems, transform the crisis into an opportunity for inner growth and self-realization

· The extent to which the community is able to respond supportively to marginalized community members (the poor, ill, dying, troubled, disabled, elderly, etc.)
· The community endeavors to strengthen its ability to successfully handle challenges/crises

6. A New Holographic, Circulatory World View

· The extent to which the community values conscious living (personal responsibility, personal growth and caring interaction with others) is best described as
· The extent to which diversity (human) is valued and encouraged as important to the overall health and success of the community
· The extent to which there is a shared sense of the community's place in and contribution to the world
· The extent to which the concept of sustainability is gaining acceptance and use in the community

· The extent to which there is a shared commitment within the community to a greater purpose - "we are doing this for something greater than us" - for the greater good

7. Peace & Global Consciousness

· The extent to which there is harmony within the diversity, that is, the dynamic tension of people's differences is put to creative uses that benefit the community
· The community engages in activities that open the hearts and minds of community members to an experience of being part of a greater whole

· When making important community decisions, the community engages in activities that open the heart to deeper truths and balance mind, body and spirit

· The extent to which community members are aware of and take responsibility for the effects of projecting their emotional and/or mental energy into the collective energy-field of the community

· Community members offer selfless service within the community, outside the community

· The value the community places on cultivating inner peace

The “Sustainable Decisions effecting Home, Business and Community” symposium will be held Thursday, March 26, 2009.  ( www.greatplainssustainability.org )   Council member workshop Wednesday, March 25, 2009, noon-5pm, understanding plan benefits and integration
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